
Habitat for Humanity in Whatcom County is 
a local, self-sustaining affiliate of Habitat for 
Humanity International, a nonprofit organization 
that builds homes in partnership with families 
earning poverty wages and in need of safe, 
decent, affordable shelter. Families purchase 
their homes with 500 hours of sweat equity, $500 
down, and a 0% interest mortgage. Visit us at 
hfhwhatcom.org to learn more.

360.715.9170
1825 Cornwall Ave.
Downtown Bellingham
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we ventilate ... without
sacrificing heat
Without proper ventilation, a heavily insu-
lated, super airtight building can quickly be-
come a building full of stale, recirculated air. 
Particularly during the winter months, this 
poses a problem. How do we bring fresh air 
in without letting valuable warmth out? How 
do we keep home affordable and safe, too?

By installing heat recovery ventilation 
(HRV) systems (also called air-to-air heat 
exchangers) we can use what warm air 
does leave the house to heat cool, fresh 
air coming in. In essence, the HRV contin-
ually transfers heat from the exhaust air to 
the fresh air, thereby retaining warmth and 
improving air quality. Heating costs stay low 
and both the home and its inhabitants stay 
healthy. The HRV is easy and inexpensive 
for homeowners to maintain, making it an 
ideal ventilation solution.

help make home affordable

By constructing super insulated, airtight homes 
with heat recovery ventilation systems, we build 
not just for today but for one hundred years 
from today, too. As heating costs rise, Habitat 
houses remain energy efficient buildings. Safe, 
decent, affordable!

SHOP 
At the Habitat Store we carry furniture, 
building supplies, and other home goods.

DONATE 
Your gifts of goods, services, and funds 
help us build and repair homes.

VOLUNTEER 
From the build site to the store to the of-
fice, volunteers make our work possible!



At Habitat for Humanity in Whatcom County, 
we’re as committed to long-term housing 
affordability as we are to keeping purchase 
costs down. That’s why we prioritize energy 
efficiency by approaching each build proj-
ect with passive design goals firmly in mind. 
Specifically, we aim for houses that are:

no one should 
have to choose 
between heating 
& eating

we insulate ... heavily!
By sandwiching 12 inches of densely packed 
cellulose R42 insulation between inner and 
exterior walls, we create a superior buffer be-
tween the interior of the home and the outdoor 
elements. 

Because the natural flow of heat is from a 
warmer space to a cooler space, winters see 
warm air exiting our homes, while summers 
bring the warm air in. Insulation combats this by 
limiting air movement. And denser, higher R-
value insulation equals greater limitation.

we seal against air leakage
Air leaks not only carry warm air out during 
winter months and in during summer 
months, they also deliver moisture into the 
walls or other parts of the house, eventually 
causing structural and health problems. By 
striving for rigorously airtight homes, we 
work to prevent these problems before they 
occur.

With each project, we learn a little more. 
Most recently, the Opportunity Council’s 
Building Performance Center staff came out 
to one of our home rehab sites and demon-
strated for us how to make the house more 
airtight. By incorporating their strategies and 
using their equipment, we achieved greater 
protection against air leakage and came 
away with knowledge we can bring to our 
next build.
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